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New building dedication
celebrates future ventures
The sun shone brightly on nearly 1,000
people who joined local, state and national
dignitaries to celebrate the dedication of the
newest addition to the health science center, the Robert F. McDermott Clinical Science Building. Special guests included the
secretary of health and human services, Dr.
Louis Sullivan, and Dallas businessman
and philanthropist Ross Perot.
The new building was named for the
chairman of USAA, retired USAF Brig.
Gen. Robert F. McDermott, to honor him
for his many contributions toward making
San Antonio a center of excellence in the
biosciences.
"Both the campus and community
join the Board of Regents in saluting
Gen. McDermott and his visionary commitment to San Antonio and its rightful
place as an emerging national leader in
the biomedical sciences," said Dr. John
P. Howe III, president.
About 100 university faculty and staff already are working on all five floors of the
McDermott building. Another 100 stuThe "newest jewel" at the health science center, the
Robert F. McDermott Clinical Science Building,
shows its face to faculty, staff and friends who
gathered for its dedication.

At right, Robert F. McDermott receives a standing
tribute from guests at the dedication of the Clinical
Science Building named in his honor.

ROBERT F. MCDERMOTT

dents are expected to participate in programs there.
The 135,000-square-foot facility houses the
Positron Emission Tomography (PET) system
with its cyclotron on the sub-level. On the
ground floor are offices and labs for this stateof-the-art research imaging center as well as a
classroom for video conferencing.
Clinical pharmacy, with offices on the
third floor, will use the video conferencing
facility to link the UT Austin College of
Pharmacy and other distant sites with San
Antonio.
On the fourth floor are ophthalmology
offices and labs, including the Lions Sight
Research Center. Clinical pharmacology offices and laboratories occupy the fifth floor.
The PET System in the Research Imaging Center (RIC) was made possible by a
unique partnership among the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA), the Department of
Defense (DOD) and the university. The
VA and DOD provided $5.3 million for
the project. Audie L. Murphy Memorial
Veterans Hospital, Brooke Army Medical
Center and Wilford Hall
USAF Medical Center will
join the university in using
the facilities for research,
clinical studies and helping
train physicians and other
health professionals.
The imaging center
will provide PET, magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) and magnetic
resonance spectroscopy
(MRS). The center is directed by Dr. Peter T.
Fox, who is participating
in a nationwide brainmapping project using
PET equipment.
The clinical pharmacy
program will expand testing and development of
new drugs to treat psychiatric disorders, cancer and other diseases. Researchers also
will study more effective ways to get drugs to specific sites
in the body. Undergraduate students and those pursuing
the university's Doctor of Pharmacy degree offered jointly
with The UT Austin College of Pharmacy will work in the
new quarters.
The university's patient care, research and training in ophthalmology will benefit from the building's new Lions Sight Research Center housing an eye pathology lab, electron microscope, eye tissue bank and The Lions Sight Research
Foundation office.
Clinical pharmacology, a division of the university's
pharmacology department, will be able to expand both its
undergraduate and postgraduate work in the new quarters.
Ongoing research and teaching, including work with personnel from the Food and Drug Administration and pharmaceutical firms, will focus on drug interaction and drugdisease interaction.
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Special guests get their first look
at the new building. From left,
they are Ross Perot, Robert F.
McDermott, Dr. John P. Howe III
and Dr. Louis Sullivan.

2

THE NEWS

November 1, 1991

wonderful
day for
16X818* . .
"He (McDermott)
came to me and asked me
to support the medical
school here, and assured
me it would be a worldclass facility. Because of
my absolute trust and respect for him, it was a
one-meeting decision. He
is the most ethical, principled man I know, the
finest man in the state."

"We are celebrating a milestone on a road less traveled,
in confidence it will lead our city to greatness. It is the result
of teamwork, inspired by Ross Perot's support, with team captain and quarterback
Jack Blanton (former chairman of the UT
Board of Regents) carrying the ball.
He lateralled it to Louis Beecherl,
who scored the touchdown here today.
The offensive coordinators in this Super
Bowl of Biotechnology were the UT
System's chancellor, Dr. Hans Mark,
and UT Regent Tom Loeffler.
Special thanks go to Gen. (Vernon)
Chong and Jose Coronado for equipping the team. The coach who put it all together was
Dr. John Howe, who taught us how to network for
success. As we move toward many more Super Bowl
events, our thanks will go to Dr. Peter Fox and the scientists, technicians and research staff who will use this
facility and its equipment to provide better and more
rewarding lives for people everywhere."

ROSS PEROT,
Dallas businessman and philanthropist

Nearly 1,000 faculty, staff and friends
community joined dignitaries to celebi
dedication of the Robert F. McDermoi
Science Building.

ROBERT F. MCDERMOTT, Chairman and CEO, USAA

Ross Perot (left) jokes about mapping Gen. McDermott's 'lighter-pilot" brain as
they visit the Research Imaging Center.

"We commend the
Lions clubs for their
wisdom and imagination, for putting rneir
resources into basic research, which is necessarily slow and difficult
to understand. But
that's where the answers
come. Establishing the
Lions Sight Research
Center in this building
is not die end, but the beginning of activities that will
be important in preventing blindness. The Lions have
made diis happen."
DR. W. A. J. VANHEUVEN, ophthalmology chairman

Dr. Peter Fox (left) shows the cyclotron room in the Research Imaging Center to Gen. McDermott
(center) and Dr. Louis Sullivan.

A special ceremony inside the new
building marked the opening of the Lions
Sight Research Center, a facility made
possible by the donations from Lions
Clubs in South Texas. Cutting the ribbon
are (from left) Kevin Dinnin, governor of
Lions District 2-A2; Dr. W. A. J. van
Heuven, ophthalmology chairman; Dr.
James Young, medical school dean; Dr.
John P. Howe III, president; and Dr.
Eugene Eberlin, president of the Lions
Sight Research Foundation.
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"The partners represented here today have
entered into a social contract with each odier,
and with this community. We know that we
are stronger together
than we ever could be by
ourselves. We are aware
of the concept of a
shared destiny, and that
concept is exciting."
DR. JOHN P. HOWE III, health science center president
Dr. John P. Howe III (left)
and Dr. Louis Sullivan
wait for the ceremony to
begin.

THE NEWS

3

"PET technology is the signature of the elite among
tertiary care centers. We are one of only a handful of
tertiary care centers with PET capabilities. This center at its beginning already
has gone beyond that status by combining PET (positron emission tomography)
with MRJ (magnetic resonance imaging)
and MRS (magnetic resonance spectroscopy), widi plans to add even more. A
major goal of the imaging center is to be
a developing site of new technology, a
proving ground. Gen. McDermott has
been instrumental in providing San Antonio with its focus on biomedical research and technology. He has set an example of excellence for leading San Antonio into the future. It is my
goal that the imaging center will help lead San Antonio
into the future of imaging research."
DR. PETER T. FOX, director, Research Imaging Center

from the
•ate the
1 Clinical

"This is a wonderful day for Texas
and the entire country. This facility we
dedicate today will earn its place as one
of the outstanding medical institutions
of our time. The Robert F. McDermott Clinical Science Building represents the cutting edge in medicine, and
die promise that the technological discoveries will be forged into tools and
techniques to meet the health needs of
our citizens."
DR. LOUIS W. SULLIVAN, secretary of health and human services

"This building is the newest jewel in the crown of
The UT Health Science Center at San Antonio. We
dedicate it for the benefit of the faculty, students and
staff to die enrichment of their clinical and research potential. In no small measure, this building also is dedicated to those thousands of
Texas citizens whose quality of life will be enhanced
by these multidisciplinary
and cooperative academic
programs. May it also stand
as a symbol of the strength
and vigor of the partnerships that will continue to
exist between the San Antonio community, the
South Texas Medical Center and the UT System."

From left, Gen. McDermott's grandchildren, Mark (holding Alice), Katy and Jenny Gwin officially open the
building for special guests, Ross Perot, Gen. McDermott, Dr. Louis Sullivan, Dr. John P. Howe III and
Louis Beecherl Jr.

"One of the challenges of hospital directors within the
Department of Veterans Affairs is to make our organizations viable members of the community in which we reside. We are committed to
the development of the city.
In order to keep San Antonio on the cutting edge of
medical development and
attracting medical specialties, we must make the effort
to bring the latest in technology to this city by working in partnership with the
health science center in our
common missions of patient
care, medical education and
research. It's important for people to realize that important
things are happening in the South Texas Medical Center."
JOSE R. CORONADO, director,
Audie L Murphy Memorial Veterans Hospital

LOUISA. BEECHERL JR., chairman, UT Board of Regents

"The power of partnership is demonstrated in this building. We have a great
legacy of cooperation
that continues to
strengthen the public,
private, veteran and
military sectors."
MAJ. GEN. VERNON CHONG, USAF,
command surgeon, US. European Command

At a reception following the ceremony, Drs. Wen-Hwa and Eva Lee, IBT, chat with Gen. McDermott's
daughter, Betsy Gwin, and her daughter Katy.
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Soviet scientist sees U.S. research firsthand
will undoubtedly bring
Dr. Tatjana Semenova
more Russians to study
has known about the work
and work here.
of Dr. Maharaj Ticku, phar"It is a very beautiful
macology, for many years.
situation now, especially
Now she's conducting refor the young people,"
search with him at the
she says.
health science center.
Although this is her
"I knew of Dr. Ticku from
first visit to the United
his many publications,"
States, Semenova's husSemenova says. "It is a great
band, Dr. Mikhail
pleasure to work with him in
Zykov, once taught phiperson."
losophy at St. Mary's
Semenova is in San AnUniversity. He is presitonio as an exchange sciendent of the World Family
tist from the Institute of
International Association,
Cell Biophysics in Pushino,
based in Moscow.
a large research facility about
Recently ordained as a
90 miles south of Moscow.
minister in the Unity
The government-supported
church, Zykov just opened
institute includes a variety of
the first congregational unit
research enterprises similar
near the American Embassy
to the National Institutes of
Russian scientist Dr. Tatjana Semenova works on her research project in a health
in Moscow. Their daughHealth in this country.
science center laboratory.
ter, Alexandra Zykova, is
Semenova specializes in
enrolled in ministerial studthe areas of brain chemistry
ies near Kansas City. When she completes her
that affects learning, memory and mental
all my colleagues, my work here was very effectraining, she will be the first woman Unity minretardation.
tive and successful.
ister in Russia.
She came to the health science center in
"I enjoyed working at the university
Semenova plans to pursue common apan exchange program arranged by Ticku
during this period, and I was impressed,
proaches to investigation with Ticku and
and Dr. John Thomas, vice president for
too, by the way Americans enjoy their work
other health science center researchers when
academic services.
and their life."
she returns to her homeland.
"I did not think I could accomplish very
Semenova admires the university's so"I am very obligated to Drs. Thomas and
much in only two months," Semenova says.
phisticated equipment and "beautiful liTicku
for the invitation to carry out re"But things are so well organized here, I was
brary," but thinks it should have some
search here," she says. "And I hope they will
ready to begin work in one week. Due to evjournals from the USSR, particularly become to visit our institute sometime soon."
eryday attention, consideration and the help of cause the relaxation of travel restrictions

of Note
BASKETBALL TICKETS AVAILABLE
Special offers will help you enjoy basketball with the Spurs and the UTSA Roadrunners and Lady Roadrunners.
Tickets for these Spurs games are available at the bookstore:
Nov. 7, Cleveland Cavaliers
Nov. 16, New York Knicks
Dec. 18, Washington Bullets
Jan. 4, Houston Rockets
Jan. 14, Golden State Warriors
Jan. 21, Los Angeles Clippers
Feb. 6, Indiana Pacers
Feb. 19, Minnesota Timberwolves
March 10, Atlanta Hawks
April 7, Houston Rockets
April 14, Dallas Mavericks
You can pick up a free schedule of games at
the third-floor information desk. Call the bookstore, ext. 2841, for ticket prices.
Roadrunner season tickets will admit you
to 29 home games and to the annual
Mayor's Challenge Cup game with St.
Mary's University for $35.
Coupon books contain 15 adult and/or
30 student general admission tickets to Roadrunner and Lady Roadrunner basketball
games and/or Roadrunner baseball games.
One book costs $25. If you buy more than
one, you pay only $20 each.
Order blanks for season tickets and coupon books are available at the third-floor information desk.
MUG

Making the Rounds
» Cheers to the physical plant moving
and custodial teams who worked above and
beyond the call of duty to get three departments moved in and ready for the dedication of the new Robert F. McDermott Clini-

United Way food
sales continue
Don't get out your diet book just
yet. There are at least two too-good-tomiss United Way food sales left.
Purchasing staff will offer their super sausages beginning at 11 a.m.
Monday, Nov. 4, on the patio by student services.
You can have breakfast and lunch
with instrumentation staff (room
122C) on Tuesday, Nov. 5. They will
serve breakfast tacos beginning at 7:30
a.m. and chicken fajita tacos beginning
at noon.

flews
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cal Science Building. Thanks to their ef- taco sale: Spurs tickets, Minerva Castillo,
forts, offices and laboratories were in top radiology; La Quinta weekend for two, Dr.
shape for dedication guests.
Patricia Telles-1rvin, student services; Holi* What does the new Research Imaging day Inn weekend for two, Patricia De La
Center have to do with "Terminator 2"? Vargas, radiology; flower arrangement from
Dr. Peter Fox, the center's director, told the Medical Center Florist, Gloria Johnson,
dedication-day audience that in the rapidly orthodontics; and TGI Friday's meal,
changing environment of imaging, research- Jeanne Gouard, general services.
ers benefit from software technology that's
* Condolences to the family of Celia
created by filmmakers and other non-scien- Oseasohn, nursing, who died Sunday, Oct.
tific developers.
20, after a long battle with cancer. She
* Another use for the center's gee-whiz retired after eight years on the nursing
brain-mapping equipment was overheard in faculty in May. Her husband, Robert, rean elevator taking dignitaries to see the PET tired three months later as dean of The
scanner. "I'd like to have Gen. McDermott's University of Texas Health Science Center
brain mapped to see what a fighter pilot's at Houston's School of Public Health probrain looks like," quipped Ross Perot.
gram on this campus. Contributions in her
* Congratulations to the lucky winners memory may be sent to Frontier Nursing,
in the news & information drawing held in Wendover, Ky., or to the SAMM Shelter in
connection with the United Way breakfast San Antonio.
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SERVICE AWARDS CEREMONY SET
The 20th annual Service Awards Program honoring employees with 10 or more
years of service is set for 3 p.m. Friday, Nov.
22, in the auditorium.
Winners of the Employee Excellence Awards
also will be recognized at the ceremony.
Employees with five years of service as of
Aug. 31, 1991, will be recognized at the department level.
The program is open to all faculty and staff.

NOTE: Only items with titles andlor speakers will be listed in the Calendar. Deadline for submitting
information is 10 days before News publication date.

9:00 a.m. Dental Clinical Case Conf. "Restoration of Endodontically Treated Teeth, Part II," Dr. J. Robbins (DTL: 1.284T)
11:30 a.m. Housestaff Specialty Conf./(VAH: 2nd floor rec. room)
Noon
Periodontics "Dentist-Scientist Seminar Series," Ronald Arnold, Dental Research Center, Univ. of N.C. (MED: 309L)

Tuesday

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Thursday
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The health science center's Macintosh
User's Group, Tex-MUG, will begin at
11:45 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 6, in room
309L with a question-and-answer session.
At noon, Dr. David LaPointe, computing resources, will discuss data bases available
through the BitNET network.
Tex-MUG meetings are open to all faculty, staff and students. Brown-bag lunchers
are welcome.

Monday

The News is published every Friday by
the Office of News & Information for
faculty and staff of The University of
Texas Health Science Center at San
Antonio, 7703 Floyd Curl Drive, San
Antonio, Texas 78284-7768, telephone
(512) 567-2570. Copy deadline is 10
days before publication date.
News & Information interim director
Mike Lawrence

MEETING TO FOCUS ON DATA BASES

Friday

Fri.-Sat.

Mon.-Fri.

ELECTION DAY—Don't forget to vote!
OTO/HNS "Journal Club and Communicative Disorders" (MED: 309L)
Council of Administrative Personnel "The Institute of Biotechnology," Dr. Z.D. Sharp (MED: 444B)
Macintosh Users Group "Q & A" followed at Noon by "Data Bases Available Through BitNET," Dr. D. LaPointe (MED: 309L)
Psychiatry Grand Rounds "Recent Controversial Issues in Forensic Psychiatry: The Baby M Case and Childhood Murder," Dr.
M.D. Schechter (MED: 409L)
Family Practice Grand Rounds "Randomized Controlled Studies & The Doctor Patient Relationship," Drs. J. Rogers, R.
Holloway.(B/GC: 3rd floor new lee. hall)
Eye Consultants Seminar "Radial Keratotomy," Dr. R. Yee (MCH: Eye Consultants Clinic)

10:00 a.m. Dental Clinical Case Conf. "Conservative Dental Restorative Management of Patients with Skeletal Malrelationships," Dr. C.
Haskins (DTL: 3.424T)
Noon
Dept. of Microbiology "T Cell Receptor Genes in Autoimmuniry," Dr. A. Theofilopoulos (MED:444B)
Noon
Institute of Biotechnology Seminar Series "Structure Function Studies on the Yeast Transcription Factor IID (TFIID)," Dr.
P. Weil (IBT: 3.002 — call 677-6200 by Nov. 6)
7:30 a.m.
Noon

Pediatric Grand Rounds "<z-Thalassemia," Dr. A. Kattamis (MED: 409L)
Nursing Student Association "Advanced Directives and the Health Care Profession," Dr. M. Primomo (NSG: 1.230)

CME "Pediatric Advanced Life Support (P.A.L.S.)," (call ext. 4444 to register)

CME "Visiting Fellowship in MRI," (call
ext. 4444 to register)

Nov. 5

Dec. 10

18:30 a.m.

Continuing Nursing Education "Critical Care
Nursing Review Course," (call ext. 5850 to
register)

